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be no pauperism in this world, there would be no man dying
of starvation in this world. But so long as we have got this
inequality so* long we are thieving. I am no. socialist, and I
do not want to dispossess those who have got possessions ; but
I do say that, personally, those of us who want to see light
out of darkness have to follow this rule. I do not want to dis-
possess anybody. I should then be departing from the rule of
ahimsa. If somebody else possesses more than I do, let him,
But so far as my own life has to be regulated, I do say that I
dare not possess anything which I do not want. In India we
have got three millions of people having to be satisfied with
one meal a day, and that meal consisting of a chapati containing
no fat in it, and a pinch of salt. - You and I have no right to
anything that we really have until these three millions are
clothed and fed better. You and I, who ought to know better,
must adjust our wants, and even undergo voluntary starvation,
in order that they may be nursed, fed and clothed.
Then there is the vow of non-possession which follows as a
matter of course.
Then I go to
The Vow of Swadeshi
The vow of Swadeshi is a necessary vow. But you are con-
versant with the swadeshi life and the swadeshi spirit. I sug-
gest to you we are departing from one of the sacred laws of
our being when we leave our neighbour and go out somewhere
else in order to satisfy our wants. If a man comes from Bombay
here and offers you wares, you are not justified in supporting
the Bombay merchant or trader so long as you have got a mer-
chant at your very door, born and bred in Madras. That is my
view of swadeshi. In your village, so long as you have got your
village barber, you are bound to support him to the exclusion
of the finished barber who may come to you from Madras. If
you find it necessary that your village barber should reach the
attainments of the barber from Madras, you may train him
to that. Send him to Madras by all means, if you wish, in order
that he may learn his calling. Until you do that you are not
justified in going to another barber. That is swadeshi. So when
we find that there are many things that we cannot get in India,
we must try to do without them. We have to do without many
things which we may consider necessary; but believe me, when